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ABSTRACT. Students’ protocols obtained from audio/video taping of small ccmperativc group problem

solving processes were analyzed in the aspects of verbal behaviors. The frequencies of’the behaviors were com-

pwed by students’ pretious achievement Icvcl. Studems” involvement in the verbal interaction for each leveJ

of studenrs in each smaMgroup were also investigttted. l-hgh-ability smtfents exhibited more behaviors in the ë&tiv-

ing information’ category than rnedium- W/or low-tibility shrcfcnts. There were signi ficarn differences in ëpro-

vidingí,ërqxating pmtidedí, and ë@@@í, which were the subcategories of ëgivinginformationí,between hi.gh-

akdity students and mechn- or low-ability students. No significant differences were found in the subcategories

of ëreceiving information’ or ëaskingí.(My 3 small groups among 12 groups studied were found to be bal-

anced in students’ involvement. Involvement of medium-ability students tended 10 be lower than that of high-

and low-ability students.
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