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ABSTRACT. Swudents’ protocols obtained from audio/video taping of small cooperative group problem
solving processes were analyzed in the aspects of verbal behaviors. The frequencies of the behaviors were com-

pared by students’ previous achievement level. Swudents” involvement in the verbal interaction for each level
of students in each small group were also investigated. High-ability students exhibited more behaviors in the *giv-
ing information’ category than medium- and/or low-ability students. Therc were significamt difterences in “pro-
viding’, ‘repeating provided’, and ‘justifying’, which were the subcategories of ‘giving information’, between high-
ability students and medium- or low-ability students. No significamt differences were found in the subcategories
of ‘receiving information” or “asking’. Only 3 small groups among 12 groups studied were found to be bal-
anced in students” involvement. Involvement of medium-ability students tended (o be lower than that of high-
and low-uability students.
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