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ABSTRACT. The purpose of this study was to explore students' conceptual ecologies in the context of
general chemistry learning. This study was implemented in the first semester of 1999 by natural study. We had
nine voluntary participants. Data were collected from three semi-constructed interviews, classroom direct-
observations, several quizzes, two exams, essays written by students on their own ideas about chemistry and
general chemistry instruction. Students’ conceptual ecologies in the context of general chemistry learning were
largely categorized into epistemological views, motivational beliefs and socio-cultural values, Among three cat-
egories, motivational beliefs and socio-cultural values have more effects rather than epistemology on the context
of general chemistry leaming, and three typical cases were presented as results of this study. We expect that
results of this study will somewhat contribute to establish psychological and socio-cultural context of learning.
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